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Late last week, the House Appropriations Committee declined to provide continue funds at existing
levels under the $100 million contra aid bill after assistance expires Sept. 30. The action came as the
panel approved a stopgap fiscal 1988 continuing appropriations resolution, known as a "CR." The
measure contains more than half a trillion dollars. The CR would provide funds through Nov. 10
for government agencies whose regular appropriations bills have not become law before the start
of the new fiscal year. None of the regular spending bills have cleared Congress. The CR, which
House leaders planned to bring to the floor on Sept. 23, continues funding for agencies at fiscal 1987
levels, with two major exceptions. First, aid to the contras will not be continued at present levels.
Panel members rejected in a 13 to 35 vote, an effort by Rep. Jack Kemp to continue military and nonmilitary at current levels. Funds appropriated in fiscal 1987 but not yet spent will remain available,
however. The other exception is foreign aid, which will be provided at the president's fiscal 1988
request level or at the fiscal 1987 appropriations level, whichever is lower. On Sept. 22, the House
Rules Committee voted to attach to the CR $3.5 million in non-military or "humanitarian" aid for the
contras. The only opposition to the contra aid addition was presented by Tony Hall of Ohio. The CR
is expected to pass the house without an opportunity for debate of the contra aid. [Note: Although
the aid is labelled "humanitarian," the Geneva Convention stipulates that humanitarian aid can only
be given to civilians or non-combatants.]
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